ESSAYS: POLITICAL AND NATIONAL

It   is   sad   that   most   people, no matter-
how   long   they   dwell   in   a   foreign    landr
find  it  quite impossible   to   enter   into really
intimate   touch   with   the   best   and    deepest
currents   in    the    thought   and  life    of     its
people.   The best does   not lie upon the sur-
face  anywhere,  nor  does   it   tend   to display
itself  for   the   inspection   of   strangers.     The
homes where the highest   ideals of  family life
and mutual obligation obtain   are not inclined
usually to spread before the eyes of those out-
side of them the things which next to religion
they hold most worthy of reverence   and  res-
pect.    This is so in India and in   every other
land.    In   consequence   the   restless,   pushing,,
assertive  mass   of  mediocrity   will  deceive a
foreigner, unless he be most wary, into think*
ing that he sees in it the  embodiment of the
spirit   of the   land  in  which  ho   resides.    In
every   land    the   homes    which   contain   the
greatest treasures of beauty in thought and life-
are  rarely   open   to   the   foreigner,   and  even
more rarely is he   permitted to get  a glimpse:
of the things which his hosts value most. This
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